News Follow-Up

TASKFORCE
ON
MUNCIPAL
POLICING COSTS
Throughout 1978, work continued
on a Task Force created by the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and the AttorneyGeneral to examine the entire area of
cost-sharing among Municipal, Provincial and Federal Governments in matters
of policing.
The Task Force gathered detailed
information about policing costs in all
parts of B.C., reviewed cost-sharing arrangements in other parts of Canada, examined a wide variety of issues related to
the cost of policing, and considered the
costing and operational implications of
regional delivery of policing services.
Once the member of the Task Force
had acquired a thorough understanding
of the existing cost-sharing
arrangements, they turned to a consideration of
alternative ways of distributing policing
costs among the three levels of government on a more rational and equitable
basis. A number of principles were out-

lined in their preliminary report and are
listed below:
1. It is equitable that taxpayers in unorganized territories and municipalities with less than 5,000 population
do not contribute directly toward
policing.
2. Municipalities with RCMP contracts
receive benefits from the Federal
Government
which are not available to those with their own Force.
The Task Force believes that municipalities ~ith their own police force
should receive assistance from senior levels of government.
3. Some municipalities
incur greater
police costs as a result of special problems which they experience. The
Task Force believes these municipalities should receive special assistance.
4. Current municipal contributions for
police protection place a strain on
local taxpayers in municipalities responsible for policing. Furthermore,
the proportion of municipal expenditures going toward policing is increasing annually.
5. The Federal Government
is not a
likely source of additional funding
of policing costs. In fact, indications
are that the Federal Government
may playa diminishing role in municipal policing over the next few
years.

6.

There should be increased provincial involvement in municipal policingcosts.

Based on the above opinions, the
Task Force developed a number of alternative ways that police costs should be
shared. In July they produced and distributed an interim report which provided background data and a range of cost
sharing alternatives. In addition, a total
of thirty-eight preliminary recommendations were put forward covering a wide
range of pollee cost-related matters, such
as court overtime, operation of lock-ups,
regional policing and shared services,
service of intermittent sentences, expenses for policing provincial parks, Indian
reserves and freeways which are situated
within municipal boundaries, and for extraordinary expenses related to prison
disturbances.
The preliminary recommendations
and cost-sharing alternatives outlined in
the interim report were used to promote
discussion and provide an opportunity
for further input from concerned groups
and organizations.
The Task Force considered all responses submitted and then forwarded
final recommendations to an inter-ministerial Policy Board in October. Once the
Policy Board reviewed the final recommendations to the Minister of Municipal
Affairs and the Attorney-General
for
government consideration and, it is hoped, early action.
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by Pat Ross

From left: Insp. Ted Lister, Ms. Joan
Gleason, Mr. Vic Cumming and Ms. Pat
Ross, Director of the Task Force on
Municipal Policing Costs.
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